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THE AFRICAN OUTER SPACE PROGRAM: A 
FLAGSHIP of the African Union

SPACE: A KEY 
DRIVER 

OF THE AGENDA 
2063

For an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and 
representing a dynamic force in the global arena



AFRICAN SPACE POLICY AND STRATEGY



I. ACHIEVEMENTS ON THE GOVERNANCE 

THE AFRICAN SPACE 
AGENCY

• African Space Council elected 
on February 15, 2024

• Operationalization of the 
African Space Agency



The African Space 
Agency is an ORGAN
of the African Union
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The African Union Specialised Technical 
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Remaining 
woman member 

from Central 
Africa in 

February 2025.

1O 
MEMBERS 
including the 
President and 
the Vice 
President. 

The African Space Council shall function as the governance and supervisory body of AfSA, mandated to ensure
alignment between the Agency's activities and AU’s broader policy objectives. As provided in the AfSA Statute, the
Council will be responsible for approving strategic plans, budgets, policies, and regulations, establishing the
Advisory Committee and appointing the Director General thereby fortifying AfSA's contributions to AU Agenda 2063.

Elected African Space Council members

Fernand Guy Isséri

(Cameroon)



The following Representatives of the Commission shall be Members of the Council with no voting rights

i. Commissioner for Education, Science, Technology and Innovation (ESTI) or his/her representative;
ii. Commissioner of Infrastructure and Energy or his/her representative;
iii. Commissioner of Peace and Security or his/her representative;
iv. Commissioner of Agriculture, Rural Development, Blue Economy and Environment (ARBE) or his/her 

representative;
v. Two (2) Representatives of the Bureau of the Chairperson (Director of Communications and the Legal Counsel of 

the African Union).

N.B.: The Director General of AfSA shall serve as the Secretary of the Council.

INVITEE BUT NOT MEMBER

The Chairperson of the Advisory Committee shall be invited to attend the African Space Council meetings.

Non-Elected Members of the African Space Council 
members



• To provide necessary advice to the Council.

• The Advisory Committee shall comprise of the following:
i. Five (5) Director Generals of the National Space Agencies of Member States, one (1) from each of the five

(5) geographic regions of the African Union based on the principle of rotation and geographic representation,
the selection shall be done at each region and the nominees shall be communicated to the Commission.

ii. One representative of the eight (8) RECs recognized by the African Union, for a tern of two years on a
rotational basis. The Commission shall lead that process for the selection of RECs.

iii. Two (2) experts from the academia admitted through the African Academy of Sciences and whose
membership shall be drawn from the five (5) regions of the African Union, based on the principle of rotation
and geographic representation.

iv. Four (4) Chief Executive Officers of four (4) African private sector entities, each representing one of the four
space sectors, namely Earth Observation, Satellite Communication, Navigation, and Space & Astronomy

• The Director General of AfSA shall serve as a secretary of the Advisory Committee.

• The Chairperson of the Advisory committee shall be elected among the five (5) Directors Generals of the 
National Space Agencies of Member states, on rotational bases and geographical distribution for a two (2) 
years term.

• The term of office of the Members of the Advisory Committee shall be three (3) years term renewable once.

Advisory Committee



Slide 10

Several studies done to build the RATIONAL of 
the African Space Agency’s Sectoral Programmes
and activities

• 3 studies on (Earth Observation private sector in Africa, 
Socio-economic study including Earth Observation, 
SatCom, Astronomy & Space Science and Academia)

Capacity Building

• More than 10,000 African experts and young trained through 
GMES & Africa, hackathon, etc.

• Several Centres, Laboratories and training institutions 
equipped (RCMRD,OSS, etc.), 12 Earth Data reception 
stations (E-Stations) installed in 11 countries).

Awareness and Outreach

• Continental events: AARSE Conference, AfricaGIS, 
NewSpace Africa Conference 

• Africa-USA Space Forum in the margins of Africa-USA 
Summit, G20 Space Economy Leaders Meeting, etc. 

II. ACHIEVEMENTS ON THE PROGRAMMATIC ASPECT 
OF THE AFRICAN OUTER SPACE PROGRAMME

International Cooperation
• AU-EU Agreements for Global Monitoring for 

Environment and Security (GMES) & Africa 
phases 1 and 2 and on COPERNICUS Data 
access. --- AU-EU Space Dialogue – New AU-
EU Space cooperation programme

• Agreements signed with Centre National 
d’Études Spatiales (CNES - France) and 
EUMETSAT and letter of intent with the 
European Space Agency for Capacity building 
(Infrastructure and training - R&D - Technical 
support for EO data accessing and 
processing).

• In progress: GMES & African phase 3, USA, 
China, India, Australia, Brazil, etc.



Impacting  Africa : 

GMES & Africa: The Programme

• Monitoring Oil Pollution

• Potential Fisheries areas

• Monitoring Land Degradation

• Monitoring Wetlands

• Flood – Inundation

• Ocean State Forecasts: 

• Saving Lives & Properties

• Navigability 

• etc



GMES & Africa.…A Pan African Community

GMES and Africa : 
Phase 1  et Phase 2: 

167 Institutions



Geoportals
Digital Learning Platform (DLP)

Women in GMES

GMES & Africa.…A Community of Practice

GMES Network of AcademiaGMES Network  for flood and Wetland Incubator / Accelerator
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African Space Agency 
AFRICAN UNION
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